THE DENVER CENTER FOR CRIME VICTIMS
DOG BITE PREVENTION

All dogs and cats, in the City and County of Denver, are required to be:
» Spayed or neutered
» Vaccinated for rabies annually
» Licensed annually
» On a leash when not confined within your property

How can dog bites be prevented?

Dog bites are a largely preventable public health problem, and adults and children can learn to
reduce their chances of being bitten.

Before you bring a dog into your household:
> Consult with a professional (e.g., veterinarian, animal behaviorist, or responsible breeder)
to learn what breeds of dogs are the best fit for your household.

> Dogs with histories of aggression are not suitable for households with children.

> Be sensitive to cues that a child is fearful or apprehensive about a dog. If a child seems
frightened by dogs, wait before bringing a dog into your household.

> Spend time with a dog before buying or adopting it. Use caution when bringing a dog into
a household with an infant or toddler.

If you decide to bring a dog into your home:
> Spay/neuter your dog (this often reduces aggressive tendencies).

> Never leave infants or young children alone with a dog.
> Don’t play aggressive games with your dog (e.g., wrestling).
>

Properly socialize and train any dog entering your household. Teach the dog submissive
behaviors (e.g., rolling over to expose the abdomen and giving up food without
growling).

> Immediately seek professional advice (e.g., from veterinarians, animal behaviorists, or
responsible breeders) if the dog develops aggressive or undesirable behaviors.

How to be a responsible dog owner:

> Spay or neuter your dog—unneutered dogs are more likely to bite!

> When your U.S. Postal Service carrier, utility meter reader or other service provider comes
to your home, keep your dog inside, away from the door in another room or on a leash.

> Don't let your child take mail from the letter carrier in the presence of your dog. Your dog's
instinct is to “protect” the family.

> Obedience training can teach your dog proper behavior and help you control your dog in
any situation.

To make a complaint regarding dog bites, loose or dangerous animals, call (303) 698-0076. The city

animal shelter will come out and collect the animal or issue citations.
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